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RESEARCH AGENDA 
by Robert Schuwer (Fontys University of Applied Sciences)

To gain an overview of subjects that are currently on the research agenda, an analysis 
has been conducted on papers, presentations and abstracts presented at a variety of 
major conferences on open and online education. These conferences are displayed in 
the following table with the number of papers/presentations per conference. Keyno-
tes, workshops and panel discussions are not included.

Congres #Papers

OER15, Cardiff, 14-15 April 2015 88

Global Meeting Open Education Consortium, Banff, 22-24 April 2015 97

eMOOCs 2015, Bergen (Belgium), 18-20 May 2015, the research track 15

EDEN 2015, Barcelona, 9-12- June 2015, tracks on open and online onderwijs 18

Many of these contributions describe case studies in which the lessons learned are formulated. This may be 
explained by the fact that the investigation focused on conferences. The following table displays the most 
important categories of subjects and gives examples of the contributions made in these categories.

Category Number Examples

Open policy 35 National case studies (e.g. Scotland, India, Australia), case studies at  
education institutions

Adoption of OER and Open 
Education 32

Media production for OER and MOOCs, various institutional case studies,  
production of OER, support for reuse of OER, adjustment of MOOCs for the  
purposes of mainstream education

MOOC lessons learned 20 Development of a MOOC, types of MOOC participants, retention of MOOCs,  
co-creation of MOOCs with students

Innovation of MOOCs 6 Gamification of MOOCs, video annotation for promoting collaborative learning, 
MOOCs and learning analytics

Open education and culture 18 Experiences with languages other than English, open courses as a means to realising 
international collaboration

Open education and com-
munities 15 Students as mentors in MOOC communities, various experiences with setting up and 

maintaining open education communities

Educational aspects of 
open education 15 Peer mentoring in MOOCs, pedagogy within MOOCs, self-directed learning via an 

open course, open badges

Based on the available data, approximately 75 contributions did not fit in to any of these categories. These 
contributions addressed highly specific topics, such as the effect of language on knowledge construction (in 
which a MOOC was used to research this) or the impact of OER in a specific research university.

This inventory shows that a great deal of research is being conducted into open and online education 
policy at both the national level and the institutional level. Furthermore, it is noticeable that many lessons 
learned from case studies are being collected and that little research is seemingly being conducted into 
the combination of MOOCs and OER (such as effects on the reusability of MOOCs when the educational 
resources they contain are available in the form of OER).
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